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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: application, filed 01/1 1/2005; 
amendment filed 05/05/2008. 

2. Claims 1 -3, 5-9, and 1 1 -21 are pending in the case. Claims 4 and 1 0 are 
canceled by applicant. 

3. The amendment to claims 13-15 have been entered, reviewed and found to 
obviate previously raised rejection under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph. Rejection is 
hereby withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 05/05/2008 have been fully considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection of claims 1 , 7, and 1 3 under 
102(e) using Shirakawa as being improper grounds of rejection since Shirakawa is a 
foreign patent, have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of 
rejection necessitated by the amendments. Examiner had made a typographical error, 
the Rejection should have been made under 35 U.S.C. § 102 (a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 
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7. Claims 1-3, 5-9 and 11-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shirakawa (JP 2002-175224) in view of Kudo et al. (US 
2003/0126243) hereinafter Kudo. 

8. With respect to claim 1 , Shirakawa discloses means for 
connecting/disconnecting (switch part 21, see fig. 1) the external network to/from the 
first home network (a line switch part 21, fig. 1 is provided between a LAN1 as the 
internal network in limited meaning, and a WAN3 as the external network, 
abstract); and local environment management means for causing the means for 
connecting/disconnecting to disconnect the first home network from the external 
network (control part 21 that makes a request for connecting and disconnecting is 
part of the device). Shirakawa doesn't explicitly disclose transfer of content in 
response to device request to router. However, Kudo discloses in response to a request 
for content received from the device, during at least one of transferring the content to 
the device (Notification for user response is sent to the gateway (router) by the 
device (Network device 200b) and in response Notification for completion of user 
acknowledgement is send back from gateway (router) to the device (Network Device 
200b), figure 2) and issuing a license for the content to the device (block 26a 
determines the content and sends a "permit" or "not permit" acknowledgement to 
the gateway device 100 through the response processing block 29a according to 
the input of the user, par. [0024]). It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify Shirakawa with 
the content determination and acknowledgement block of Kudo to allow transfer of 
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content between router and home device. This will allow administer to monitor external 
network to prevent unauthorized access to the system. 

9. With respect to claim 2, Kudo discloses a home server on the first home network 
for acquiring the content from the external network via the router, wherein the device 
requests the content from the home server (If the similar operation is employed to 
connect a new device to a network, the user will be requested to perform the 
operation between the server or router and the terminal to be connected 
simultaneously or alternately, par. [0007]). 

1 0. With respect to claim 3, Kudo discloses two or more home servers on the first 
home network for providing content on the first home network (a network system 
configured by a plurality of network devices, each having terminal functions, as 
well as at least one network connection management device having server or 
router functions, par. [0009]); wherein the local environment management means 
temporarily disconnects the first home network from the external network (The network 
connection management device is provided with decision of permission means 
for deciding whether to permit the connection when receiving an address setting 
request from the new network device, par. [0010]) during at least one of transferring 
content to the device and issuing a license for the content to the device from the home 
servers (block 26a determines the content and sends a "permit" or "not permit" 
acknowledgement to the gateway device 100 through the response processing 
block 29a according to the input of the user, par. [0024]). 
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1 1 . With respect to claim 5, Kudo discloses the device is able to use content 
acquired from the home servers on the first home network and, upon connecting the 
device to a home server on a second home network outside the first home network, the 
device is unable to use content acquired from the home servers on the first home 
network (Receiving the response from the network device 200b, the gateway 
device 100 determines the content. When the content denotes "permit", the 
gateway device 100 sends the necessary information to the network device... the 
network device 200b denotes "not permit", the gateway device 100 sends a "not 
permit" message to the network device 200a and cancels the display on the 
displaying block 7, par. [0027]). 

12. With respect to claim 6, Shirakawa discloses after completion of local 
communication on the first home network, or after a predetermined amount of time from 
a start of the local communication has elapsed, the local environment management 
means reconnects the first home network to the external network (a change in the 
connection condition of the circuit switch section 21 and cutting condition by the 
control section 22 can also be carried out by the time amount which a timer 
clocks, par. [0030]). 

1 3. Claims 7-9, 1 1 and 1 2 differ from claims 1 -3, 5 and 6 only in that claims 1 -3, 5 
and 6 are a system claim whereas, claims 7-9, 11 and 12 are a method claim. Thus, 
claim 7-9, 1 1 and 12 are analyzed as previously discussed with respect to claims 1-3, 5 
and 6 above. 
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14. With respect to claim 13, Shirakawa discloses local environment management 
means for requesting disconnection of the home network from the external network 
(when a control means makes a switching means a substantial cutting condition 
access to an internal network from an external network serves as impossible, par. 
[0010]). Shirakawa doesn't explicitly disclose disconnection in response to content and 
issuing license. However, Kudo teaches means for receiving a request for content from 
a device on the home network (the decision of permission block 4 receives a 
network connection request from a new network device to be connected, par. 
[0018]); and, in response to the request for content, during at least at least one of 
transferring the content to the device and issuing a license for the content to the device 
(block 26a determines the content and sends a "permit" or "not permit" 
acknowledgement to the gateway device 100 through the response processing 
block 29a according to the input of the user, par. [0024]). It would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Shirakawa with the content determination and acknowledgement block of Kudo 
to prevent unauthorized access to external network. 

15. With respect to claim 14, Kudo discloses the communication apparatus is a home 
server for providing content on the home network (at least one network connection 
management device having server or router functions, is provided with configuration 
processing means for initializing its address, notification receiving means for receiving a 
user's notification for user's acknowledgement from the network connection 
management device when a new network device is to be connected to the network, 
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decision of acknowledgement means for receiving a request for user's 
acknowledgement from the notification receiving means, par. [0009]). 

16. With respect to claim 15, Kudo discloses the local environment management 
means requests reconnection of the home network to the external network after 
completion of local communication with the device (The gateway device 100 includes a 
communication interface 1 for connecting the system to a wireless LAN, a router 
processing block 2 for controlling data transfer between the wireless LAN and an 
external network, and an external communication interface 3 for connecting the system 
to an external wide-area network... the new device on the displaying block 7 to notify the 
user of the request, par. [0018]). 

1 7. With respect to claim 16, Shirakawa discloses means for 
connecting/disconnecting the external network to/from the home network (the switch 
part 21 is switched between a connected condition and a disconnected condition, 
abstract); and control means for causing the means for connecting/disconnecting to 
disconnect the home network from the external network (control part 21 that makes a 
request for connecting and disconnecting is part of the device). Shirakawa doesn't 
explicitly disclose that it is issuing a license. However, Kudo discloses in response to a 
request for content received from a device on the home network (the decision of 
permission block 4 receives a network connection request from a new network 
device to be connected, par. [0018]), during at least one of transferring the content to 
the device and issuing a license for the content to the device (block 26a determines 
the content and sends a "permit" or "not permit" acknowledgement to the 
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gateway device 100 through the response processing block 29a according to the 
input of the user, par. [0024]). It would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify Shirakawa with the 
content determination and acknowledgement block of Kudo to prevent unauthorized 
access to external network. 

18. With respect to claim 1 7, Shirakawa disclose the control means disconnects the 
home network from the external network in response to a disconnection request from a 
home server on the home network that provides the content on the home network 
(control of a control part 22, and an access from the WAN3 to the computer 1 1 in the 
LAN1 gets impossible in the disconnected condition, abstract). 

19. With respect to claim 18, Shirakawa discloses the control means cause the 
means for connecting/disconnecting to reconnect the home network to the external 
network in response to a reconnection request from a home server on the home 
network that provides content on the home network (it is characterized by having the 
control means which changes whether said switching means is made into a substantial 
connection condition, or it considers as a substantial cutting condition, par. [0014)]. 

20. With respect to claim 19, Shirakawa disclose the control means cause the means 
for connecting/disconnecting to reconnect the home network to the external network at 
predetermined time after disconnecting the home network from the external network in 
response to a disconnection request from a home server on the home network that 
provides contents on the home network (a change in the connection condition of the 
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circuit switch section 21 and cutting condition by the control section 22 can also be 
carried out by the time amount which a timer clocks, par. [0030]). 

21 . With respect to claim 20, Shirakawa discloses means for communicating with the 
external network while the home network is disconnected from the external network; 
and means for confirming the disconnection of the home network from the external 
network by accessing an external server on the external network during the 
disconnection (said control means shall supervise generating of the predetermined 
event in said internal network, and shall change whether said switching means is made 
into a substantial connection condition according to generating of this predetermined 
event, or it considers as a substantial cutting condition again, par. [0016]). 

22. With respect to claim 21 , Shirakawa discloses and temporarily disconnecting the 
external network and from the home network in response to the request (a line switch 
part 21, fig. 1 is provided between a LAN1 as the internal network in limited 
meaning, and a WAN 3 as the external network, abstract). Shirakawa doesn't show 
license issuing. However, Kudo discloses receiving a request for content form the 
device (the decision of permission block 4 receives a network connection request 
from a new network device to be connected, par. [0018]), during at least one of 
transferring the content to the device and issuing a license for the content to the device 
(block 26a determines the content and sends a "permit" or "not permit" 
acknowledgement to the gateway device 100 through the response processing 
block 29a according to the input of the user, par. [0024]). It would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
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modify Shirakawa with the content determination and acknowledgement block of Kudo 
to prevent unauthorized access to external network. 

Conclusion 

23. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

24. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SHAHROUZ YOUSEFI whose telephone number is 
(571) 270-3558. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9:00- 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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